Miriures for ABAC meeting of April f 2002 


Hie meeting was called to order at 7 S1 pm 

\"oting menisers present were C. Tonkin, J. Jolnisoii T. Packatxi, S. Smitli S. Miller and R. Sender. Others in 
attendence wet^ T. Picard, B. Nesbit, P, Howard, B, Lederer, M, HeringC?) and G, Koenig 

J. Jolmsonbegan die meeting by congtatidating aU the voting members present ibr being appointed (or reappointed) 
by die Selectmen. He reminded us diat we must yet be sworn in by die Tovtl Clerk. Hie fit^t order ofbusiness w^s 
to elect officers. Hie electionrcsuits were J. Jolmson, Cliait; T. Packard, Vice Chair and S. Miller Secretaiy. 

B ike Arlington Toui\ Tlie tour is platmed for May 5 tliis year. Hie possible route will be a new one starting in 
Arlington He ^its at Trader Joe's or Hetd Field and continuing dovTithe Bike Path or possibl^'Mass. Ave. towards 
Alewife. C. Tonkin su^ested tliat we nmke a detour west fioniHie Heiglits and visit Great Meadows, a site of 
nxich interest to Arlington residents interested in open space. We all agreed tliat, ifpossible, we should add Great 
Meadows to the route. R. Sender diouglit diat most people wlio ride bicycles even a little would be very ibmiliar 
widithe Bike Padiand wondered if we couldn't take a different route to Alewife. J. Jolmson proposed taking die 
tour’ dovTi Mass. Ave. at least for part of die way to East Arlington. Jolmson also su^ested diat we liave a 
subcommittee meetingnext Monday die S^to discuss die imtter in detail 

ReajonalBikevw Cotmections. B. Nesbit attended the meeting to get ABAC'S indorsement for putting signs at 
die Alewfe end of die Bike Padi directing users to die other four padis diat jo in die Minutemati at diat b cation Hie 
fburpatlis are die Fitchberg Curoffruiming nordito Belmont, Hie L inear Park running east ditiougli Somerville and 
will eventual be extended to Boston, Hie FrieshPond Padi running to Huron Ave. and around die Pond and the 
Abwile Brook Path tunning abng tlie brook south to the Mystic River. 

Nesbit also asked for our he^i inenliancing and publicizing die Abwife Brook Path and bbbying die MDC, die 
MBTA, and die East Arlington ne:^ibors to create a green way abng the brook. Nesbit proposed eventual 
making die stone dust padi abng die brook between Abwite and Mass. Ave. Jack menrbned diat die padi is not 
cbar and a bit of inprovement and cbaring would go a bug way towards making itrecogiiizabb and rideabb. 

Hiere has been some nei^iborhood hostiliy" to the idea of a path so ABAC could he^3 to smoodi the v^y 

Jolmson proposed diat someone on die committee should coordinate with ABAC and work the Arlington side of the 
padi. M. Herring volunteered. We spent some time discussing die t>pe of s:^is we would like to see at die end of 
die Minureman and making 

Qiuck Status Reviews. 

J. Jolmsonbrouglit to our attention die ffct diat we need to fbniialize our relationslrp widi otlier committees and 
groups indie Tovtl We sebcted liaisons to die DPW (Jolmson, Sender), Polbe (Jolmson), Conservatbn Comiss bn 
(Jolmson), Transportation Committee (Smith), Schools and RecreatbnDepartment (Packard) and Waling in 
Arlington (M ilbr). 

Hie Bike Parking: Warrant Artbb drafted and sponsored by ABAC was presented to the Redevebpment Board but 
die>' liave not yet made a dec is bn to endorse. Jolmson asked wliat our stra.tegy would be if the dec be not to endorse 
die artbb. No one knew for sure. 

B. Leder’er showed us a liard copy rTepresentatbn of the ABAC web site ( . abac. arlington. ma.us) . Lederer asked ibr 
submiss bn and suggestbns for content. S. Smith suggested cross links widithe web sires of other committees of 
interest. 

J. Jolmson reported on die bikev^y web sire he is creating to sippbment die new broclmre 

( .minutemaiibikeway.ors . He informed us tliat the site is 80% conpbte. All the infbrmatbn iithe brocliure except 
die map wiLLbe on die site. 

Hie Minutenmn Bikeway broclmre is in final design stage. Comments are in fom aU die towns on die padi except 
Lexington are in Hiere wiLLbe 20k copbs printed and it will be availabb at die end of April or beginning of May. 







Tlie bikeway paving connect lias been sent our fcr bidding. RkIi Benro hopes to start the work by die end of die 
inonrli S. Sinirh asked if we will be notified when the padi wiJlbe cbsed. J. Jolinson said diat we could put 
detour signs as we did when die bridges were replaced. Tlie dminage work beliind Securit>^ fence is almost finished. 
In addition Securir\^ Fence lias promised to vacate the bikev^y encroaclnnent off ofBow street. J. Jolmson said diar 
if they actually" vacate die space it will be a good size cliunk of land and the Open Space Comniirtee should be 
involved in deciding wliat to do widi it. 

G. Koenig reported diat he teedired bike\vay video (to ehnibiate die geese) and die new vers ion will be shown on 
bcal cable. Koenig's w^eb sire is openev^esvideo, com He suggested diat he w^ould like to make a sliort video about 
die connectbns to other patlis at the end of die Minureman Bikeway. 

Tlie Mass Ave redeskn study w^s presented last w^eek in East Arlington S. Smidi infbnned us diat die main point 
of die study is to make it safer for pedestrians. We discussed wdiether ABAC should take a posirbn R. Sender 
su^ested diat w^e discuss nsking a recommendatbn about wduchdes:^! alreniatiw w^e endorse at die next 
meeting. 

Tlie meeting w^as adjourned 9:40 pm 


